opportunity for insertion, says A. S. Kiran Kumar, who runs ISRO's Space Applications Centre in Ahmedabad. "We are verifying everything daily and watching closely for any disturbance, " he adds.
Ghosh worries that MOM's development was rushed, having taken just 15 months, according to ISRO. "A significant gestation period would have ensured proper engineering rigour and maximized the chances of success, " he says.
Scientists also question the choice of rocket for the mission. MOM was launched using ISRO's low-power workhorse rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), designed for putting satellites into low Earth orbit. That limited the weight of the payload -and, some suggest, MOM's scientific potential, although ISRO says that it miniaturized components to compensate. ISRO has been working for more than a decade and a half on the more powerful Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle, but the rocket has suffered a string of failures and did not manage to conduct a fully successful launch until January this year.
Whatever happens next, says Lele, India has learnt a lot from MOM. Using the lightweight PSLV at launch, for example, meant that the craft had to take a circuitous route to Mars, because it could not achieve the velocity needed to travel to the planet directly. "Being able to launch a robust spacecraft, overcoming minor glitches, sending it towards Mars innovatively, braving adverse space weather and radiation hazards while maintaining reliable communication for nearly ten months -it is already a significant achievement for India's first deep-space endeavour, " says Lele. ■ Additional reporting by Alexandra Witze. 
IN FOCUS NEWS

